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Executive Summary

The East Wight occupies nearly half of the geographical area of the Isle of Wight, and its landscape is
recognised for its tranquillity and scenic beauty, as well as ferbtant tourism economy. The significance

of the East Wight countryside and coast is demonstrated by the designation of over 80% of the landscape as
anW! NBI 27F hdziadidl ywRistpat ofihe UndisNdliff coastiBé islals@ designated astage

[ 21.a0Q

The marine influence on the East Wight environment is particularly strong, being surrounded by sea with the
English Channel to the south and to the east, and the Solent and Spithead to the north. The connection
between this landscape and its geologicattga emphasised by topography, especially the central chalk
downs, which terminate dramatically at Culver CIliff, the Southern Downs, and the remarkable landscape of
the Isle of Wight Undercliff.

w52 gy (2, vihktBhas been dupp@rted by the Hage Lottery Fund (HLF) through its Landscape
Partnership Programme, is being delivered in the East Wight by the Isle of Wight Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty Partnership (AONB Partnership). This particular project activity is eMtitedl Y S a hdyF&irA 2 y &
+Afftlra 2F GKS 9l aild 2Thaprposd ofthizyprojdtRistdraiss intergstand addreids 0
of the rich architectural heritage of the East Wight built environment from the sixteenth century to the
present day. The project is @tng a visual record of the architectural styles of residences in the towns,
villages and countryside highlighting how the built environment contributes to the wider landscape of the
East Wight and itdrea of Outstanding Natural Beaui#ONB).

This reoort illustrates the rich heritage of domestic architecture in the East Wight spanning, in particular, the
period from 1600. It demonstrates, effectively, how local building materials have been used aesthetically to
construct mansions and villas, ofteniarmony with their countryside and coastal locations.

Professor Robin Mclnnes OBE FICE FGS FRSA
May 2017

e Figure i.6:Elegant marine villas krthe cliff
top in the detailed engraving 8 { I y Fog 6y Q
- Alfred Brannon, published in 1855.




George Brannon, 1821. This early
engraving shows (from left to right)
The Buddle Inn, the Sandrock Hotel
and W2 S 3 (i tOef rasiien& of R.
Holford, Esq.The view is taken from
Undercliff Drive approaching Niton
from the east.

Binstead. This Listed thatched cottag
possibly dates from the seventeent
century. It is builtof stone rubble in a
half H pan. This housdormerly known
asWe¢ Kl 0 OKS Rwas @ndeli theSpes
parsonage and stood in the grounds c§* X

a

Binstead House. e

Augusta Road, Ryde, is a mid
nineteenth Century castellated
villa in the FreeGothic style.
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Introduction

Descriptions of different aspects of the landscapavironment andarchitecturaldevelopmentof the Isle of

Wight have been provided byumerousauthors andillustrators since the late eighteenth century The

confines of thesurroundingsess, the Solent to the north and the English Channel to the squitvide the
opportunity to discusshe Isle of Wightand the East Wight in particulas an entity separated fronthe

influences of mainland Englan@he intention of this repoiit to provide an illustrate guide to the mansions,

manor houses and villasf the East Wight including those within (Aiea & @z & G | Y RA Y 3 b I (i dzNJ
(AONB) highlightingthe diversty of architectural styles fronthe sixteenth century to the early twentieth

century.

Although the EastVightdoes notcontain hardrocks there areboth limestones and sandstosghich, over

the centuries, haverovided sutable building stones In fact these material$ave beerused extensiveljo
construct public buildings, manor housedllasand cottageswhich often blend suitably with the natural
surroundings.Natural building stone, particularly the Upp@&reensand from the Southern Downs, a
greenishgrey sandstone, provat the material for the constructioaf many of the important properties in

the southern Wight. Supplies of the Bembridge Limestone, which stillsfdistinctive features within the

cliff lines and foreshore at Bembridge, Seaview and elsewhere, were extracted from quarries at Binstead.
The more durable horizons of the Bembridge Limestone, sometimes known as Quarr Stone, are
characteristically yéw to grey coloured limestonesyhich arepacked with fossil shells and debris. The
nature of this material was much favoured by stonemasons for centuries from Roman times onwards.
Important buildings including Porchester Castle, Winchester and Chichester Cathedrals, parts of the city walls
of{f 2dzil KI YLIi2y FyRX I GSNE &2 Y Ser@cbnsttuSedNBhisstane.L Qa O2 |

Elsewherethe more durable chalk horizons were used for construction of cottages, often in combination

with brick or the richly stained ferruginous nddsg which form an attractive contrast in a mber of the

rural cottages.In a few locations flints from the Upper Chalk were used, in combination with brick, for
example at Upper VentnorThe lack of available supplies of Bembridge Limestone were, te sotent,
compensated for by a dramatic increase in quarrying activities withitghgerGreensand, to cope with the

rapid development of the East Wighta O2 1 aidlf G2¢ya GKIFG (G221 LXIFOS 7
opened up at Ventnor and Bonchiirto cater for the demand for sandstone to construct elegant villas and
gentlemey Qa4 NBAARSYyO0Sa (i . 2yOKdINODKE +*SydGdy2NJ IyR Ff2y

The use of local building materials has, therefore, over the centuries, generally provided a buiiber@rit

that is in keeping with the East Wiglaindscape. Elsewhere from the 1600s brick was becoming much more
widely used and extegive clay deposits such as those at Roojleyided the suitable raw materials for the
brickmaking industry. Increasindevelopment in the Georgian, Regency and Victorian periods saw the
construction of important properties and whole streets of brick buildings, many of which display evidence of
skill and imagination in terms of the use of brick as a material; elsewhermbhirwation of brick and stone

and stucco complete the street scene. There are few examples of thefisdeng from the start of the
twentieth century, although elaborate combinations of stone, brick, renderingtantler are a feature of

late nineteenth ad early twentiethOSy i dzZNBE ISy Gf SYSyQa NBAARSyOSa | yR

This textis not intended to provide a comprehensive descriptiontleé architecture of the numerous
churches, manor houses and other charming resaks to be found across the East Wigbthese are well

described elsewhere (Stone, 1891loyd & Pevsner, 2086Winter, 1984; Jones, 1987& 2000). In
FRRAGAZ2YS GKS FdzZ f NBO2NR 2F [A&0GSR . dzAf RAy3Ia Aa |
OYDBANRBYYSYylG {SNBAOS: gKWIOKahzMRO Y9 K gHERAWAE WighSw 3 G A
Council, 201%. A further paticularly valuable new resource istheL &t S 2F 2 AIKG t F NJ a3
Designated Landscaped A 4 G 2 NA O 9y @A NBW Gagklghd TrusiBasiorl y20)5 Tthisrgpart
highlightsthe variety ofarchitectural stylesvhich, t is hopedwill provide an additionaldimension of interest



to the reader, taking dvantage of the wide range of works of art and photographs availablHat must
0S 2yS 2F GKS | YyAUGSR YAy RAatEéQa Y2al SEGSyargSte A

The Isle of Wight is renowned fis diverse range of coastal and inland scenery within its relatively small

I NS @ ¢KS LatlyRQa 3S2ft23A0Ff KAaldz2NR AyOfdzZRAy3 .
havecreatedour present day landscape which includes nearly alkiéygandscapecomponents which are
characteristic of the scenery 6f KA & O2dzy i NBET KSYyOBYy (1K $ILAEAYRYRGBAY RSB A |
landscape typesnclude uplandscomprising the chalk downlandjentle valleys within the sandstones
providing rich soils for agriculturand extensive areas of clay soils covering the northern half of the Island
extending down to the Solent shorelintn the East Wight the River Medina and the Easterrfofared part

of the ancient SolentiRer system, whicldivided the Island into what early historians described as East
Medinewith the Isle ofBembridgeat its eastern extremity Thecreeks and inlets penetrateland fromthe

northern coasta characteristic of both thelampshire and Islanfiolent shorehes.

¢CKS AaGNRTAY3I FSFGdz2NBE 2F (GKS L, alidh ¢xke6da asfa bagkRah@n LIS A 2
west to eastacross the Islandrom the Needles to Culver CJitind which forms a division between the
geologicallymore recentTertiarysands and clays lying to the north of the chalk and the broad stretch of
older mairly Greensand countrysidevhich extends from the soutlwest coast of the Island across to
Sandown Bay including the Arret®alley. To the south lseghe Southern Dows a £cond chalk masfrom

which flow the headwaters of the rivers Medina and Eastern Yarinfiyitleir way northwardsandincising

through thecentralchalk ridge on their course towards the Solent. The northern side of the Southern Downs

is steep whilst tk southern side forms an abrupt rear scarp extending from Bonchurch in the east to
Blackgang in the west, from which the massive landslide complex of the Underslifétazhed itself over

the last 30,000 years. Geological history has, therefore, prdvadiramatic and beautifuscenic backdrop
including a number of locationssuitable for developmentfor both defensive and residential purposes
Situated midway along the central south coast of England, the Isle of Wight benefits from the climatic
conditions of both east and west providing a climate that is neither too cold nor too iiee L & f | Y RQA&
southerncoast, the Undercliffbenefits from itssouth-facing position andelative shelter protectedas it is

from the north bythe rear escarpment

A description of architecture and the East Wight landscape can commtiteonsideration of domestic
architecture including manor houses, farms and their setwghin the rural landscapeBearing in mind
that many early buildings wereonstructed of timber, wattle and daulnd thatch it is not surprising that
the earliest buildings thattill existare those built of traditional Island stone, although there are relics of the
earliest architectural perigs found in some of the East \iigi @naient buildings. The context for fine
mansions and fair villas necessitates a brief account also of the churches, eamstlether distinctive
landmarks.The ¢wurch, alongside the manor house, formed tlentre forlife within manymedieval villges
and the East Wighs particularly fortunate in benefiting from an outstanding rangeadlesiasticdbuildings.
¢KS Laf I yRQA&  rarlohaNi i KoBtsauth stpaalréss the Islandsometimescompriseda
Yhother churclsuch as that at Newchurch (for Rydepether with other outlying churches and chapels.
Such buildingstill form the focal pointof many of our most attractivetreets and squares iillages and
hamlets across the East Wight

The street sceng contaning Georgian,Regency and Victoriatown and village architecture illustratbe
evolution andexpansion of theowns and villagesThe most dramatic changdook place in the Victorian

period both in terms ofhe expansim of the coastatowns from fisling villages to prosperous seaside resprts

this development being encouragdxy an efficient railway and ferry systeim and fromthe Isle of Wight

andon themainlandlinking theindustrial areaso the coast. fie most favouredituations fordevelopmaent,
particularly along the Solent shorelines between East Cowes and Bembridge were occupied by grand
mansions constructed from the migighteenth century onwards. Some of these residences waggnally
cottages, which were later enlarged or redevelopedhe style fashionable at that time. Examples of

10
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de Fer. 1762.

Figure i1l (top right): Wa I LJ 2 F { K @artPshawing 2 A I K i
topography by Sir Henry Englefield Bt. 1816

; Figure i12 (bottom left): W1 YA f A G NBX YINRYS |

adzNBSe 27F (KB Jaméast Chark, 2112, THe Ingpi Q
illustrates how some of the parishes ran in nesbuth strips

. right across the Island. This was for both defensive and

commercialtrade) reasons.
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important existing coastal residences include Norris Castle and The Priory at Seaview.lahdzngrk
buildings were demolishenh the 1950s and 960s after changes of user neglect partly because othe
impracticality of converting suclarge propertiesfor present day use.Prevailingarchitectural tastes also
played a considerable part in terms of decisimmaking on the future of such buildings the 1960s, in
particular, as towhether they shouldbe preservedor be demolished to make way for residential
development

The period from the 1890s, described on the continent asBedle Eplp dz& laterthe Wrt Decdperiod

of the 1920s and 930s presented an opportunity for architects tyeateelaborate designs to suit the tastes
of their wealthy VictoriapnEdwardiarandearlytwentieth centuryclients. Although not achieving the degree
of elaboration to be foundn villas withinthe French coastal towns fine examples of such stgtewell as
dSaA3dya NDBAFS aBdONUA FésthaficknSverdent, can be found$eaview, Sandown, Shanklin and
the Undercliff. Furthermore residential roads in many East Wighbwns contain individuakharacter
properties where great attention has been paaldetail in terms of roof decoration, fenestration, and other
architectural embellishments. Althoughore limited in the East Wighthere arealsonotable buildings of
the Art Decoperiod, suchresidences beingharacterised by white walls, green tiledofe andstained glass
windows.

The second half of the twentieth century waslaallengingperiod for Islandarchitecture In some cases
architects reverted to the popular historical styles such asBlwque,dassical andsothic Revival. There

are a number of outstandingandmark buildings &m this period, althoughalso there are extensive
residential developmentsvhich are often of limited architectural qualitythis will no doubt be reflected in

terms oftheir durability and longevityThis reportrepresentsa choice of East Wighiuildings,particularly

taking advantage oillustrationsfrom the past It demonstratek 2 g ¢St Yl ye 2Ky (KS
buildingssit within their natural landscapeformingpart of the landscape itskland forms a tribute to a
number of outstanding architects and designers, both past and present
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Chapter One
Manor HousesFarmHouses and the East Wight Rural Landscape

During the Medieval periodhe East Wight was a very rural community with agriculture being by far the
most important industry. Following the Norman invasion an administrative system was put in place whereby
the manor house formed the basic economic and administrative unit offilanthxation purposes (Winter,

1884"). A record was provided in 1086 through a remarkable survey of the whole country, known as the
Domesday Book, which revealed that, at that time, the key landowners on the Isle of Wight were, first, the
King; second, # Bishop of Winchester; and then the Church of St Nicholas, the Abbey of Lyra in Normandy,
GKS 1060Se 2F 2Aftd2yZ YR 2Aff Al Y-S@jWiliamFxieddiah@a Y2 a
number of other Norman chiefs. The arrangement of gla&s, together with the considerable number of
YI'y2NJ K2dzaSa 201 GSR gAGKAY (GKS NBfFGAGSte avylff
local economy was largely based.

There were no towns (only villages and hamlets) in the East Wightg the Medieval period. To the west
bSéLR2NI KFIR 0SSy F2dzyRSR 0& wAOKINR RS wWSROSNR Ay
YR bSgi26y 2N WCNI yOKS@OAtESQ 614 FT2dzyRSR AYy MHpcC
Baldvin, who succeeded him as Lord of the Island, formed a major influence on the development and
economic wellbeing of the Isle of Wight, in which he possessed a great interest. Richard had been granted
the Lordship of the Isle of Wight by the King and, wite son, commissioned various extensions and
improvements to Carisbrooke Castle as well as granting privileges to the nearby Priory of Carisbrooke.
Baldwin was also founder of the famous East Wight Abbey of Quarr, which was named after the limestone
guarries located in the vicinity. He encouraged a group of monks of the Cistercian Order to come to the Isle
of Wight from Savigny in Normandy to establish the abbey. In order to provide an income to support the
Abbey he gave them the Manor of Arreton, a gperous landholding, as well as land at Haseley. With the
nearby church at Arreton the communities at Quarr and Arreton were closely linked for centuries. The church
was one of those given after the Norman Conquest to the Abbey of Lyra; it is likeipdhés from Quarr
supervised the stonemasons who improved Arreton Church in the late thirteenth century, including re
modelling the chapel, adding the south chapel and the beautiful arcade of Purbeck marble pillars inserted
between them (Roberts, 1978 The Abbey of Quarr was to grow in importance and prosperity, exerting a
significant influence over the Island until the dissolution of the monasteries. The interests of the Island were
safeguarded during the life of Baldwin and, following his death ir2 LB@ his sister, Isabella de Fortibus,

who inherited the landholdings. Isabella, who was reputed to be the richest woman in England, made further
improvements to Carisbrooke Castle and other important Island buildings including Quarr Abbey and the
churchof Arreton.

Taking account of the construction methods used during the Medieval period, it is not surprising that there

are virtually no vernacular buildings of that time and, indeed, relatively few from the Middle Ages. The Island
population has beermstimated at only 1,000 at the time of the Norman Conquest (Winter, 198%he

ongoing threat of invasion, particularly during the Hundred Years War, and the severe consequences of the
Black Death, which affected the Island most seriously in the miafdiee fourteenth century, resulting in
RSIGK&A 2F Fo2dzi F ljdz2r NISNI 2F (GKS LafFyRQad NBaARSYy
fATS 2y (GKS LaftlryR® ¢KS LaftlyRQa ylFddz2NFt fIyRaoOl L
soils for farming. The chalk downs provided grazing for sheep, whilst the rich soils to the south of the central
downs and extending eastwards through the upper reaches of the Eastern Yar to Sandown Bay, was most
important for the growth of corn. In facthe quantities were so large that they contributed towards the
supplies of the army of Edward | who took his soldiers to Scotland at the beginning of the fourteenth century
(Jones, 198%. More efficient farming methods and the enclosure of fields ted tstrengthening of the

farming industry and investment in farm buildings and the improvement of the manor houses, many of which
were situated south of the central chalk downs.

13



Figurel.L W¢ KS + A f f I i EhakeF ToMKNR, 4509 Watadcalorivate Collection.

Figurel.2 W. NJ RA y 3 0 T bDENarle§ RoSiking, A 809, Watdcolour. Private Collection.
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Figure 13: Reputed to be one of
the oldest houses on the Island
this property stands opposite
Brading Church in Quay Lane.
The manor house at
Yaverland was built by Jermyi
Richards, a wealthy and well
connected businessman, whc
lived in this medieval house
(once part of the Wax Museum).
He ran a brewhouse at Brading
and according to Sir Joh
h3flyRSNI wo& O
ships at St Helensgrew rich and
LJZNOKF &SR | | @S
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Figure 14 (left): On the

Frederick Williamson. 1878.
Watercolour.

Figure 15 (below):

I F NBSadGAy3 by
William Burchett. 1858. Oil on
canvas. Courtesy: V. & A.
Images, 2016.

T - = s

¢t KS Létryﬁm‘?f‘"'v g
environment provided many| M : " : i
advantages in terms of the .

quality of its landscape and

soils for farming. The chalk
downs provided grazing for|
sheep, whilstthe rich soils to
the south, extending
eastwards through the upper
reaches of the Yar to Sandow
Bay, was most important for
the growth of corn. In fact,
quantities were so large that
they contributed towards the [i§
supplies of the army of Edward
| who took his soldiers to

{2dziKSNYy 52pyas

{ KI

Scotland at the beginning of the Century. More efficient farming and the enclosure of fields led to a strengthening of
the farming industry and investment in farm building, and the improvement of the manor houses, many of which were

situated south of the central chalk downs.

15



Figure 16 (left): W! NNB G2y
a | y byWNEercy Stone. 1891.
Pen & Ink.

Figure 17: Wl | a St Se&
I NNIBhy Psfc® Stone. 1891
Pen & Ink.

Figure 18 Wa SNE G2y S al y
by Percy Stone. 1891. Pen &
Ink.
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Figure 19: W{ YI £ £ SNJ 9 I & diComposhiéniin Par &/Irk ByEP@rcy Stone. 1891.
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French attacks led ta necessity formprovements to the coastal defences, particularly during the reign of
King HennyIIL This provide@n increased feeling of security and wellbeing and encouraged landowners to
improve their properties. As a result, many of fireest manor housesconstructed of Island stonand later

brick, were improvedduring the sixteenth andseventeenthcenturies One of the largest of thesis
Merstone, which, although built by Thomas Cégein this caseuilt of brick, using stone as the dressing.
Nearby Haseley Manor was also one of the properties that fell under the control of Quarr.Alsbiae time

of the dissolution of the monasteries the manor was brought by John Mills, a construction and building
merchant from Southampton, for his personal residence whilst supervising the dismantling and sale of
building materiag from Quarr AbbeyFrom the seventeenthentury onwards Haseley underwent an almost
continuous process of extension and adaptation leaving few remains of the Medieval matter
important Island houses were soon to follow, includihg early seventeentltentury Sheat Maor near
Gatcombe which belonged to the Urry familyraverland and Arretgmll beingconstructed in the first half

of the 17" century.

The manor house at Yaverland was built by JerRichards, a wealthy and wedinnected businessman who
lived in amedieval haise opposite Brading Church (lafeart of the Wax Museum). He ran a brewhouse at
NI RAy3a FyR FOO2NRAYy3I G2 {AN W2Ky h3IggrewRiSNdnd¥oe ¢
LIJdzNOKF aSR | I @SNI I yYRQ® ¢ K S EliYabeghanNdr dady Jdcobehr nyfaBor. SAE | Y L
particular feature is the fine oak staircase with a handsome carved and decorated entraneatanegeded
pilasters Elaborate turned balusters are decorated with acorn finials and grotesque corbels. It wasalea
golden agan terms of architecture on the Island, witlnincreased feeling of security following the defeat
of the SpanishArmada and the strengthening of the coastal defences at Yarmouth, Cowes and elsewhere.

In contrast to thelarge manor hougs, smallemanors andresidences offeomanfarmersare alsofound
across the Isind, oftenconstructed of Bembridgemestone, or freestoneghus distinguisting themselves
from the more humbleottage residences often built of less resilient stone or chalk strengthenedjuitims

of brick or stone. Good examples of mediwsized properties include Stenbury, Bridgecourt, Budbridge
Writtlestone at Brading andRedway at Merstone.Other more ruil properties of interest includgVest
Standen (c.1690), Standen House (1750), Great East Stakhittle East Standen followed

Images of rural life from th#liddle Agesare difficult to portray Howeverwe are able to obtain a feel for
life in the ruralEastWight by examiningarlyphotographs from theVictorian period which give a flavoaf
living conditions at that time. The work of Victorian photographers is described in dis@ithere(Turley,
1992), but sometimeghese images give uss#ylised picturesque view of rural life ignoring the hardsimg
basic livingonditions thatwere encountered, especially in the more remote and inhospitaldations. The
portrayal of rural life and the images sought by those who lived in towns ified was in fact,one of scenic
beauty rather than reality!

Upuntil the eighteenthcentury, the use of natural materials, including stone, tiles and thatch, complemented
the natural landscape of the Islan&uch use of materials is well illustratéd; example, in the villages of
Brading, Godshill, Newchurch and Bonchunslthé Arreton Valley the manor houses sit grandly surrounded
by the farmlands from which their wealthasderived. The Undercliff was barely developed with most of
the area occpied as a hunting park, extending between the rear scarp of the Undercliff and the sealoff
only signs of habitation wera small number of fishermeQ & O 2 @dinmil SriiBn at Ventnor, and
ancientfarms churchesand abbey buildings Chale, Niton, St Lawrence and Bonchurch.

North of the clalk downs ardNunwell the site ofKnighton Gorgeandnear East Cowes Barton Of these

manors both Nunwell and Knightgplayed influential roles in the history of the Island dating badkdoman

GAYS& YR SI NI ASN® ¢CKS aly2NJ 2F YYAIK(G2Yy 0St2y3S
the de Morville family; Eudo de Morville was involved in the murder of Th@Basket, guarding the horses

of the attackers. He was lateaploned and his sons paid for the north chancel of nearby All Saints Church

at Newchurch as penance (Arnold, 1975
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Figure 110 (above): W9 y i NI y OS G2 { ByEhadesRaye.[1825. Aquatint.b Rady2asf@rks describe the
development of Islad towns and villages over the last two centuries.

Figure 111 (below): W. NJ ByASy Bhh & J. King. 1813. Copperplate engraving showing the extent of the original
Brading Harbour before its reclamation.
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with a lake surrounding it; nothing remaimnsday except the stone gateposts. Nearby Nunwell, grandly
aAl0dzr SR 2@SNI221Ay3 GKS 26y | yR SaideetNENDomaEn & 0 S
/| 2y ljdzSad o 'y 002dzyli 2F (KS K2dzAS FyR h3fkyRSNI
Oglander, 194%. The house was extensively reconstructed by the diarist Sir John Oglander, franthis07

work included providing the fashionable Jacobean south front and wings. However, it waighkeenth

century improvementscreating the principal fagcade in briakdgiving the house a Queen Anne style flayour

that remains the distinctivéeature today.
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Figure 1.2: Wb S ¢ O foylA\f#dKHRaton Cooper. C.1915. Watercolour. A typical inland village of the rural East Wight.
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Chapter Two
Castles, Churches, Follies and Land Marks

The necessity for defences against invasiftthe Island, taking account of its vulnerable position overlooking

the Channelalongside the need tprotectthe great maritime ports of Southampton and Portsmouth, amply
justified the need for an ongoing programme of improvensetat fortifications on thelsle of Wight.The
strategic importance of the Isle of Wight was recognised by King Edward I, who sought to regain the Isle of
Wight,which representedh vital asset in terms of defence of the nativom French attack.t was not until

the year 1293 thathe Island eventually reverted to the Crowfiollowing a payment of 6,000 marks at the

time of the death of Isabella de Fortibus, the sister of Baldwin de Redvers

Following the disastrouattacks by the French in the fourteententury the demand formproving coastal
RSTSyOSa G2 LINRPGSOG G KHdwelkehifwasniddact unfléhe TudoNderiod thay O NS |
a general programme of upgrading coastal fortifications was approved by King Henry VIIl. The Solent
benefited from a number bimprovements, including Southsea, Hurst and Calshot Castles on the mainland,
and construction of two small fortificationsalledthe West and East Cowsthe mouth of the River Medina
together with Yarmouth Castle oiné north-west coast.Evidence osome of the fortifications have long

since been lost, including the East Cow andftitecommissionedliuring the reign of Henry VIII at Sandham,
wheredefences were provided under thltérectionof Captain Worsley to reduce risk of attack frafanding

on the more gentle and loWying southeast coast of the Island.

The building thatprovidedone of the greatest influences anedieval life in the East Wightvas the Abbey

of Quarr. Tie Abbey was founded by Baldwin de Redvers in 1131, duringitn of King Henry The monks
came from the Benedictine omastery of Savigny near Avranches in Normanily the Abbot supervigg

the construction of the new Abbey. Following the endowment of tenor of Arreton, the prosperity of

the Abbeywas ersured. Its wealth was enhanced further bymerous other bequests from benefactors
over the next 100 years. The manors of Arreton, Haseley, Combteilewnham, together with thethes

of Luccombe and lands ®¥roxall, Whippingham, Bonchurditon andrents from other farms, added to its
prosperity. Concernsabout the value of the Abbey and the risk of attack by the French encouraged King
Edward Il in 1340 to grant a licence to the Abbot to fortify the Abbey with stone walls and towers and other
defersive measuresTheinfluence of the Abbey continued until the dissolution of the Monasteries in the
reign of King Henry VIII.

Sir Richard Worsley, writing in Bt a G 2 NB 2 T ((WSslel, 47835 préidies a destiiption die
dilapidated state of the abbey with only one part of theilding remaining in its entirety. He also referred

to the remairs of a church or chapel of theanastery at the western end, a gate towards the sea that had

been armed with a portcullis, and juabove the highwater mark there appead to be the ruins of a fort

built in the reign of Edward Ill. A few years later Tomkins (Tomkins(179é thelo&er walls, a great part

of which are now remainingontainedthirty acres of land. These waltlad two gates, one on the north side,

and another onthe souttfS I OK 2 F G KS 3 1S4 R®a 8¢ Rt&ening Peridd theJ2 NJi C
buildings were used for farming and the stone salvaged for use elsewtteresite now remairs as a
picturesque rin alongside the newabbey.

The East Wighis fortunate in the range and quality of its churches, which date from the Norman period.
However, althougtthere are no complete Normachurchesa numberdo contain good examplest &orman
architectural featwessuch as the doorways at Wootton and Yaverland, and the arcading in some of the more
historic churches, suchs those at Brading, Arreton and Whitwell. The East Wiglgarticularly well
represented with examples of thigarly Engkh style of churchrahitecture, inclaling those at Bradingnd
Newdwurch. Further evidence of thirteenttentury work carbe seen in the historic churdf Arreton
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Figure 2.1: W{ & .t rardza
; { K vy byt AlfrgdCRobert Quinton.

& Watercolour, ¢.1916. The church

was enlarged from the former chapel

of the Shanklin Estate.

Image courtesy of J. Salmon Limited
of Sevenoaks.

Figure 2.2: Obelisk in the

grounds of Wa2dzy i ,/ t SS@SaQ
Niton Undercliff. An engraving

by George Brannon, 1835.

Figure 2.3: Wa SRA Y| I SNXA
showing the Alexandrian pillar on St

/' T GKSNRAY SQlly PhHIlpgy Q
Brannon, 1837.
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